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ABSTRACT

Nomadic communities in Tamil Nadu represent some of the most marginalized populations, facing unique
challenges due to their migratory lifestyle, limited educational opportunities, unstable livelihoods, and
insufficient social protection. Despite the existence of various policies aimed at promoting inclusive
development, these communities continue to encounter significant barriers in accessing education, healthcare,
and employment. This paper examines the socio-economic and educational status and highlights critical
challenges such as poverty, irregular employment, inadequate housing, and pressing educational challenges,
including low literacy rates and high dropout rates of nomadic people in Tamil Nadu. Furthermore, it
examines key policy initiatives, including the Right to Education Act, NEP 2020, and Samagra Shiksha,
identifies implementation gaps, and proposes practical strategies through community participation, enhanced
outreach, and adaptable educational models. The paper argues that sustainable development for these
communities requires inclusive policies and robust collaboration among the government, educational
institutions, and civil society. By working together, we can ensure equitable opportunities and advance social
Justice for all.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Nomadic communities represent one of the most marginalized and socially excluded populations in
India. However, rapid socio-economic transformation, urbanization, and declining demand for traditional
occupations have adversely affected their livelihoods. In Tamil Nadu, many nomadic and semi-nomadic
communities continue to experience persistent poverty, insecure employment, inadequate housing, poor
healthcare access, and social discrimination, limiting their opportunities for sustainable development.
Socio-economic status significantly influences access to education, healthcare, employment, and social
welfare, while education serves as a fundamental driver of individual empowerment and social mobility.
For nomadic communities, frequent migration, lack of permanent residence, inadequate identity
documentation, financial insecurity, and limited awareness of government welfare programmes often
disrupt children's education, resulting in irregular attendance, high dropout rates, and low educational
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attainment. These challenges reinforce a cycle of poverty and social exclusion across generations.
Although Tamil Nadu has made significant progress in literacy, educational access, and human
development, these achievements have not been uniformly experienced by all sections of society,
particularly nomadic communities. The Government of Tamil Nadu have introduced several policy
initiatives, scholarship programmes, and various social welfare schemes aimed at promoting educational
equity and socio-economic inclusion. Despite these efforts, challenges such as inadequate policy
implementation, administrative inefficiencies, limited awareness, insufficient documentation, and social
exclusion continue to hinder the effective delivery of these benefits to nomadic populations. Therefore,
there is a need to examine the socio-economic and educational status of nomadic people in Tamil Nadu,
identify major barriers and policy implementation gaps, and explore practical strategies to foster
inclusive, equitable, and sustainable development for these historically marginalized communities.

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

MK Sumithra 2020, presents a paper entitled “Lifestyle and mental well-being of nomadic
tribal community members in Madurai district of Tamil Nadu,” which focuses on the lifestyle and
mental well-being of members of the nomadic tribal community. This nomadic lifestyle significantly
impacts their mental health and aspirations for personal development. The present study aims to shed
light on the lifestyle and mental well-being of the Kaattunayakan nomadic tribal community in
Sathyamoorthy Nagar, located in the Madurai district of Tamil Nadu.

R Hariharan 2020, study addresses the “Socio-Economic Status of Scheduled Tribes: A Study
of Tamil Nadu State” utilizes secondary data from the Census of India for the years 2001 and 2011,
along with the Statistical Profile of Scheduled Tribes in India from 2013 and other research studies, to
conduct a cross-classification analysis aimed at achieving its objectives. The findings of the study
indicate that a majority of tribal people in Tamil Nadu live below the poverty line. The analysis reveals
that the educational, employment, and economic conditions of the tribal population in Tamil Nadu are
currently very poor. Therefore, it is crucial for the state of Tamil Nadu to focus on addressing the
challenges faced by indigenous communities and to work towards improving their education,
employment, and economic status.

Amala, n.d.2023, study addresses the plight of bonded laborers children in access to Education
and their Social status. The study digs the more inner realities and exclusionary practices in society in
case of the bonded labours and focuses on the social and economic status of them. In addition, prospects
of education for children are one of the key platforms for empowerment and social emancipation.

3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS AMONG NOMADIC PEOPLE

Socio-economic status among nomadic people refers to their overall social and economic
position within society, determined by factors such as income, occupation, education, housing
conditions, access to healthcare, ownership of assets, and participation in social and economic activities.
For nomadic communities, socio-economic status is closely associated with their traditional livelihood
practices, patterns of mobility, and the opportunities available to access essential public services. Due to
their migratory lifestyle, many nomadic groups experience irregular employment, low and unstable
incomes, inadequate housing, limited access to education and healthcare, poor infrastructure, and social
exclusion. These conditions often restrict their participation in mainstream development and contribute
to persistent poverty and marginalization.
In the context of Tamil Nadu, the socio-economic status of nomadic people reflects the extent to which
they are able to secure sustainable livelihoods, benefit from government welfare programmes, access
quality education and healthcare, and participate in social, economic, and civic life. Therefore, socio-
economic status is not merely an indicator of financial well-being but also encompasses the social
opportunities, living conditions, and overall quality of life experienced by nomadic communities.
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4. EDUCATIONAL STATUS AMONG NOMADIC PEOPLE

Educational status among nomadic people refers to their level of access to education, literacy,
school enrolment, attendance, educational attainment, and opportunities for learning. It reflects the
extent to which children and adults from nomadic communities can participate in and complete formal
education. Factors such as frequent migration, poverty, lack of permanent residence, limited access to
schools, and social exclusion often affect their educational progress. Educational status is an important
indicator of social development, empowerment, and improved quality of life among nomadic
communities.

4.1 Policy Framework and Implementation for Nomadic Community Development

The socio-economic and educational development of nomadic communities requires coordinated
efforts through national and state-level policies that promote education, social inclusion, livelihood
security, and access to welfare services. The Government of India and the Government of Tamil Nadu
have introduced several initiatives to improve the living conditions and educational opportunities of
marginalized communities.
Key policies include the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which
ensures free and compulsory education for children aged 6—14 years, and the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which promotes inclusive, equitable, and flexible learning opportunities for disadvantaged
groups. The Samagra Shiksha programme further strengthens school education through infrastructure
development, teacher training, digital learning, and inclusive education initiatives.
Scholarship schemes, free educational support, skill development, and social welfare measures like
healthcare and food security aim to enhance the socio-economic conditions of nomadic communities.
Digital inclusion and community-based initiatives are crucial for raising awareness and improving access
to government services. Effective implementation of these policies requires strong coordination,
community involvement, regular monitoring, and increased awareness to ensure that nomadic
communities benefit and achieve educational and socio-economic empowerment (Mishra & Pettala,
2023).
4.2 Major Challenges in Policy Implementation

Despite the availability of several government policies and welfare programmes, their
implementation among nomadic communities in Tamil Nadu faces numerous challenges. Frequent
migration makes it difficult to ensure continuous access to education, healthcare, and other public
services. Many families lack essential identity documents, such as Aadhaar cards, ration cards, and
residence certificates, limiting their eligibility for welfare schemes. Poverty and unstable livelihoods
often compel children to engage in family occupations or labour, leading to irregular school attendance
and high dropout rates. In addition, limited awareness of government programmes, social discrimination,
inadequate infrastructure, insufficient coordination among government departments, and weak
monitoring mechanisms further reduce the effectiveness of policy implementation. These challenges
contribute to the continued socio-economic and educational marginalization of nomadic communities.
4.3 Strategies for Inclusive and Effective Policy Implementation

Improving the socio-economic and educational status of nomadic communities requires
inclusive and well-coordinated implementation strategies. Governments should strengthen outreach
programmes to increase awareness of available welfare schemes and simplify documentation procedures
to improve access to public services. Expanding skill development programmes, livelihood support, and
entrepreneurship initiatives can enhance economic security and reduce dependence on traditional
occupations. Regular monitoring, interdepartmental coordination, and partnerships with local bodies and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can improve policy delivery. Furthermore, encouraging
community participation in planning and implementation will help ensure that policies are responsive to
the specific needs and cultural context of nomadic communities, thereby promoting inclusive and
sustainable development.
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT
The following recommendations are proposed to improve the socio-economic and educational status of
nomadic communities in Tamil Nadu:
(1) Strengthen the implementation of existing educational and welfare policies through effective
monitoring and accountability mechanisms.
(i) Ensure easy access to identity documents and simplify administrative procedures so that nomadic
families can benefit from government schemes.
(iii)) Promote flexible educational approaches, including mobile schools, bridge courses, seasonal
hostels, and digital learning facilities, to address the challenges of migration.
(iv) Expand scholarship programmes, residential schooling, and financial assistance to improve school
enrolment, retention, and higher education participation.
(v) Enhance skill development, vocational training, and livelihood programmes to improve
employment opportunities and economic self-reliance.
(vi) Conduct regular awareness campaigns to increase knowledge about educational opportunities,
healthcare services, and welfare schemes among nomadic communities.
(vii) Encourage collaboration among government departments, educational institutions, local bodies, and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to ensure effective policy implementation.
(viii) Promote community participation in planning, implementing, and evaluating development
programmes to ensure that interventions are culturally appropriate and sustainable.

6. CONCLUSION

Nomadic communities in Tamil Nadu continue to face significant socio-economic and
educational disadvantages despite the availability of government policies and welfare programmes.
Persistent challenges such as poverty, migration, insecure livelihoods, limited educational access,
inadequate documentation, low awareness, and administrative barriers continue to restrict their
development. The review indicates that the central concern is not only the availability of policies but also
their effective and inclusive implementation at the community level. Strengthening policy execution
through coordinated governance, flexible educational practices, livelihood support, improved outreach,
and active community participation can enhance educational equity and socio-economic inclusion. A
comprehensive approach that addresses both educational and livelihood-related needs is therefore
essential for the sustainable development and meaningful social participation of nomadic communities in
Tamilnadu.
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